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Meena is a little girl who lives in a village with her parents, her grandmother, 
her brother Raju, and her baby sister, Rani. Mithu, the parrot, is her best friend. 


In many ways, Meena is like any other little girl you know. She is friendly but is 
not afraid to ask questions. 
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Share in Meena's adventures as she laughs, climbs trees, asks questions and 
solves problems, and shows you all the things that a little girl can do. 


Creative guidance and Nuzhat Shahzadi 

project management: UNICEF - Rosa 

Produced with support from The Government of Norway 


2 




No, Raju. It's for \ 
Aunt Bijli's baby. J 


Is it for me 
Granny? / 






One morning, Meena’s grandmother was working on a quilt. Meena's brother, Raju, loved it. 
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Time for school! 
Time for school! 


Come on Meena, 
it's time for school 


Just then the school bell rang. 




/A 
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Meena's Aunt Bijli was going to have a baby, too. She and her family arrived that afternoon to 
stay at Meena's house till the baby was born. 


^ Look! Father has 
brought Aunt and Uncle. 
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How tired you look. 
Are you eating well? 


When Grandmother saw Aunt Bijli, she was worried about her health 


Hi. 
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Hmm! 
Good food! 


Raju remembered what the teacher had said about good food. 
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Meena and Mithu tried very hard to make friends with Lala. He refused to look at them and just 
held on tightly to his toy duck. 
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Then Meena's baby sister, Rani, started crying. Father, Meena, Raju and Mithu immediately 
gathered lovingly around the baby. 
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The next morning, Aunt was slightly rested. Lala had still not looked at or spoken to anyone. 
Mother was massaging Rani. 
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The health worker came in. She liked to check up on all the babies in the village. 
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We'll make sure 
she rests and eats 
good food. 


And I'll make sure 
everything is al! right 
with her and the baby. 


The health worker asked Aunt Bijli to visit the health centre for a check up. 
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While walking home after school that day, Raju asked Meena why Lala did not talk and play 
like other children. 
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Over the coming days, Lala got more interested in the children's games, but he was still not 
ready to play. He watched and held on tightly to his little duck. 
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Meena’s parents also realised that Lala needed extra love and attention. Uncle was very 
thoughtful when he heard this. 


* 

r SfLr- 




21 


It took weeks of chatter, laughter and love In Meena’s home for Lala to begin to change. He 
and his duck slowly started joining in Meena’s and Raju’s activities. 
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Let's hug our babies 
really tight! , 


Ooh, Meena! 


Suddenly, Raju jumped into Meena's lap. Rani and Lala had to 
Meena and Mother hugged Rani. 


copy him. Then Mithu hugged 
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a holiday from school. Meena and Raju took Lala to see how much the kittens had 


Thafs how they learn 
l to catch mice. , 


See how their mother 
has taught them to 
pounce on her tail 


grown 


27 





While they were in school, Mother came to say that Aunt was taken to hospital. She sent the 
children to fetch Uncle. 


28 



29 







chest, he smiled 


□ 
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At home, with the quilt wrapped around him and the baby, Lala looked very different from the 
little boy of some weeks earlier. Uncle now realised the importance of showing children love 
and attention. 
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Aunt’s family was finally ready to leave. As the adults talked, only Lala noticed that baby Rani 
had crawled to the edge of the verandah. 


RANI! 
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Then everyone watched with amazement as Lala took his precious duck and put it in Rani’s 
hands. What a special day! 
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Other titles in this series 

1 . Count Your Chickens 

2. Dividing the Mango 

3. Will Meena Leave School? 

4. Take Care of Girls 

5. Who's Afraid of the Bully? 

6. Saving a Life 

7. Meena's Three Wishes 

8. Say No to Dowry 

9. Too Young to Marry 

10. I Love School 

11. It's Got to Be a Boy! 

12. A Girls' Story 
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14. Strangers in the Village 
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